Chapter 6
Education
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Education in the UK

Education is an important part of life in the UK and
there is a strong culture of lifelong learning. This means
that education does not finish at school but continues
throughout a person’s working life through professional
or personal development.

The school system in the UK encourages children to
question and think for themselves rather than simply
learning facts and figures. Parents are expected to

take a prominent and supportive role in their children’s
education, meeting with teachers regularly for a
progress report, helping children with their homework
and ensuring they arrive at school clothed, fed and
ready to learn. Sharing in your child’s learning will help
you to adjust to life in the UK.

Education for children is free and compulsory. The
statutory school age in Northern Ireland is from 4
years to 16 years. In England, Wales and Scotland,
the statutory school age is from 5 years to 16 years.
In England, individuals aged 16 to 18 must be in
either full-time education or work (with an educational
component).

The UK has some of the world'’s finest and oldest
universities and is a world leader in research and
innovation. The arrangements for funding university
education vary across the UK. If you are considering
applying for a place at university you should seek
advice from the organisation supporting you or from
the university itself.
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Joining the
education system

Before you arrive in the UK, your details will be passed
on to the local educational authorities ensuring that
your children are registered in an age appropriate
school. The organisation supporting you will assist you
in enrolling your child at school and will explain the
expectations of you as a parent. These include taking
an active part in your child’s education such as ensuring
that they attend school, complete their homework and
get enough sleep.

If you have a child of nursery age the organisation
supporting you can help you locate an appropriate
nursery place for them. Similarly, if your child has
additional learning needs, the organisation supporting
you will liaise with you and the local authority to ensure
that their needs are met.

Your child will be given additional support to meet the
requirements of education, such as additional English
language support. These opportunities will not only
enable them to re-engage with their education as
quickly as possible, but also help the whole family to
adjust to their new lives in the UK.
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Nursery education

Between the ages of 3 and 4, children can get free
early education or childcare. Some 2-year-olds are
also eligible. The organisation supporting you will be
able to provide advice about local childcare providers
and how many hours of free childcare you may be
entitled to.

At nursery, children will develop the basic building

blocks of education, including how to socialise with
other children and learn through play. Nursery also
introduces children to the structured classroom and
prepares them for their school life.

Primary education

Primary education is taught at primary schools. These
teach the fundamental basics of reading, writing,

arithmetic and science. They are attended by children
between the ages of 3, 4 or 5 (depending on whether

you are living in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern

Ireland) and 11 years old.

Primary schools are sometimes separated into infant

schools (ages 4 to 6) and junior schools (ages 7 to 11),
and you may be told that your child is attending one of

these types of school.
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Secondary education

Secondary education is taught at secondary schools.
These build on the primary curriculum and teach a more
academic curriculum across a range of subjects (such

as the sciences, mathematics, English language and
literature and foreign languages), alongside practical
subjects (such as music, design and technology, physical
education and information technology). These schools
are attended by children aged 11 to 16.

Secondary schools vary across local authorities
and the type of school your child may attend could
be a comprehensive school, an academy or a
grammar school.

At the age of 16 students sit public examinations in

all their subjects known as the General Certificates of
Secondary Education (GCSEs) in England, Wales and

Northern Ireland or Standard Grades in Scotland.
These qualifications will be used to apply for jobs,
further education and higher education.

School leaving ages
across the UK

England

You can leave school on the last Friday in June if you
will be 16 by the end of the summer holidays.

You must then do one of the following until you are 18:

* Stay in full-time education e.g. at a college or
secondary school

o Start an apprenticeship or traineeship work

* Volunteer (for 20 hours or more a week) while in
part-time education or training
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Scotland

If you turn 16 between 1 March and 30 September
you can leave school after 31 May of that year. If you
turn 16 between 1 October and the end of February
you can leave at the start of the Christmas holidays in
that school year.

Wales

You can leave school on the last Friday in June, as
long as you will be 16 by the end of that school year’s
summer holidays.

Northern Ireland

If you turn 16 during the school year (between 1
September and 1 July) you can leave school after

30 June. If you turn 16 between 2 July and 31 August
you cannot leave school until 30 June the following year.

Further education

Further education (FE) is a combination of academic
and practical qualifications and students will usually
choose the academic or the practical route.

Academic qualifications are called A-Levels (or Higher
Grades in Scotland) and these are often required to go
on to university. Students will typically study three or
four subjects at A-Level/Higher Grade often related to
what they want to study at university.
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Practical qualifications come in a number of forms, the
most common of which are Business and Technician
Education Council qualifications (BTECs) and
National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs) or Scottish
Vocational Qualifications (SVQs). These include
practical skills such as management, hairdressing or
carpentry. Often these are taken in conjunction with,
or as a precursor to, apprenticeships (see Chapter 4 -
Employment and Benefits).

FE is provided in secondary schools (often as part of
a continuous educational journey from the age of 11
to 18) or in sixth form or FE colleges. FE is also open
to adults, who can get grants to study from the local
authority or jobcentre.

Higher education

Higher education is taught at universities and
individuals will usually begin applying between the
ages of 17 and 18. Different universities will offer
different subjects and requirements needed to confirm a
place (usually certain grades at A-Level/Higher Grade
sometimes in certain subjects).

Students will receive guidance from their school
teachers and careers advisors about where to apply
and what to apply for. Applications are submitted
through an online system.

University education is not free in all parts of the UK,
and individual universities set the level of their fees.
These are currently capped at up to £9,250 per year in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. You may be able
to apply for a student loan to cover the costs of these
fees, and an additional loan to contribute to the costs of
living as a student. A careers advisor at your school will
provide you with more information. In Scotland tuition
fees are free for eligible students resettled through the
UK's resettlement schemes.
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Adult learning

Adult learning is strongly encouraged and many
different courses are available. Colleges, adult
education services and other educational institutions

in your local area may offer full and part-time adult
learning opportunities. These could include taught
courses, workshops and online learning on a wide
range of subjects including job training and courses for
personal development such as IT, gardening, literacy
and numeracy. These courses are likely to be available
in the daytime, evening and weekends. Offers vary
between local authorities, so ask the organisation
supporting you or your job coach for more information.
You can also try:

* Looking at the website or prospectus of your local
authority adult education service, further education
college and/or Workers' Educational Association

(WEA) branch

* Using the National Careers Service website, www.
nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk, which
offers advice on choosing courses and a post code
search to help you find a suitable class

* Reading notices in local newspapers or on
notice boards in schools, children’s centres,
doctors’ surgeries, community centres, libraries
or voluntary groups

* Speaking to friends, neighbours and colleagues to
find out what's happening locally and what courses
are on offer
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Summary
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